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 Your DRA Committee 

• President - Mike Page RFD 
• E: tacticswa@aol.com 

• Vice-President: Sean O’Connell. 
• E: DRAWAMembers@gmail.com 

• Secretary -  B Cooper 
• E: kaylc2011@gmail.com 

• Treasurer - Duncan Warren AM RFD 
• E: duncan.warren13@gmail.com 

• Editor - Ray Galliott RFD 
• E: raygalliott@gmail.com  

• Events Co-ordinator: Ian Thomas 
• E: ianthomas54@bigpond.com  

• W: https://dra.org.au/home
• Committee Email:

• E DRAWAMembers@gmail.com

DIARY NOTES

• ADF SUNDOWNER - Second 
Friday every month (unless advised 
otherwise). The CEO Skylounge, 
Quest Hotel, Adelaide Tce, East 
Perth from 5 p.m.

• D R A A N N U A L D I N I N G I N 
NIGHT - SATURDAY 16TH 
OCTOBER 2021

• DRA AGM - 14TH NOVEMBER 
2021

• DRA - ANNUAL XMAS PARTY - 
5TH DECEMBER 2021.

The DRA-WA Committee has an objective to improve our communication to members through a regular Newsletter 

and emails/ 

The Newsletter will include details of our activities, past and future, and many items of interest to members. 

Each month, we will feature a short summary of a selected member’s service experience so we better know each 

other. Contributions for the Newsletter should be emailed to: raygalliott@me.com 

President’s  

Message 
September 2021

Defence Reserves Association Western Australia

Dear DRA-WA Members  
I hope this newsletter continues to find you all safe and well. With the 
world getting closer each month to immunising their populations, and 
the responses to outbreaks being more measured I am looking forward 
to a new ‘normal’, whatever that new ‘normal’ may be. Perhaps travel 
to the eastern States but certainly more events in 2022 for our 
members. 
Your committee has met several times this year at 43 Below, Barrack 
St, Perth to plan this year’s activities, contribute to the National 
Conference and support 13 Brigade. These meetings also included a 
number of welcome representatives from our affiliated associations 
including Frank Taylor from the 28th ‘Swan Regiment’ Assoc and Bob 
Schrugin and Geoff Tooth from the RWAR Assoc. This has been an 
important step as we move forward with the shared initiative of 
combining selected events throughout the year.  
Our country excursion trip to Dardanup Museum at Heritage Park on 
Sunday, 6 June 21 was a great success. The bus trip down to Dardanup 
with several pickup points along the way saw some 30 of our members 
and guest enjoy the Heritage Park, a morning tea, Gerry Tyrell’s RSL 
Military Museum – his pride and joy was the Leopard Tank – followed 
by an excellent lunch at the Dardanup Tavern. Apparently, the return 
bus trip was more than a little jovial, perhaps due to the excellent red 
wine and nibbles supplied by Ray Galliott. My thanks go to our hard-
working Events Co-ordinator, Ian Thomas who did much of the 
organising and even drove the bus there and back again. 

Looking forward; the following events have now been confirmed, so 
please add them to your diary and book them when you can, Ray sent 
out a reminder to everyone in August - so hopefully you have kept the 
dates clear. These activities, as always subject to Covid-19 intervention, 
are scheduled and well advanced in their planning: 

mailto:tacticswa@aol.com
mailto:DRAWAMembers@gmail.com
mailto:kaylc2011@gmail.com
mailto:duncan.warren13@gmail.com
mailto:raygalliott@gmail.com
mailto:ianthomas54@bigpond.com
https://dra.org.au/home
mailto:DRAWAMembers@gmail.com
mailto:raygalliott@me.com
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President
•The DRA-WA Formal Dinner is again being held at the University Club of Western Australia, 
Nedlands from 6pm on Saturday, 16 October 21, your invitations using google forms is in this 
newsletter. Get in quick as this is a fabulous meal – I have seen the menu – with superb wines and is a 
highlight of our calendar and with limited places (32) this event always sells out.  
•The AGM this year will be held the 11/28 RWAR Gabby Club at Hobbs Artillery Barracks Karrakatta, 
followed by the popular no cost usual BBQ on Sunday, 14 November 21. The refurbishment of 
Hobbs Artillery Barracks is well worth the visit and members of 11/28 will be invited to join us after 
the AGM for the BBQ and hospitality.   
•The DRA-WA Christmas function is planned for Sunday, 5 December 21 and is likely to be held at 
the 16 RWAR ORs Club, Irwin Barracks in conjunction with the RWAR Association as many members 
of the DRA-WA are also members of the RWAR Assoc. The cost will be a flat $10, and a BBQ meal will 
be provided with drinks at mess prices - I suspect that both associations will throw some money over 
the bar to celebrate the end of another year.  

Support to 13 Bde. A quick update; your committee supported to two recent Ex-Service 
Organisation (ESO) initiatives conducted by 13 Bde at Irwin Barracks Karrakatta: 

•13 Bde ESO Expo– This was held on Tuesday night, 31 Aug 21 and saw us set up a stand to 
promote the benefits of joining DRA to the Bde’s serving members. The Bde had advertised the event 
to its units and the hall was filled with stands from many ESO including Legacy, RSL, DRSC, Whipper 

Snapper distillery (more on 
them later), Defence Health, 
ADF Transitions, Forge, Open 
Arms, DVA and Men’s Sheds. 
We handed out ‘Join DRA-WA’ 
business cards, handouts for 
the Richard Cook Prize and 
chatted with many members of 
the Bde about the role of the 
DRA, both the local and at a 
national level. My thanks go to 
Shane Edmonds who helped 
man the stand and pack up 
post event.  

(L) The DRA-WA stand at 
the 13 BDE ESO Expo held 
at Hobbs Barracks  

•DRA-WA also supported the 
Bde’s recent Family Day held 
on the oval at Irwin Barracks 
on Saturday, 4 September 21, 

with a sausage sizzle. We set up the DRA-WA Marquee and a BBQ and promptly sold over 300 
snaggers to a hungry crowd for a gold coin donation. The aim of the activity was to again support 13 
Bde and its current serving members and their families. These events are about raising the awareness 
of contemporary serving members about DRA and being seen and recognised in supporting the 
current cohort of serving reservists. My thanks go to Ian Thomas again for his efforts in setting this all 
up and the rest of the committee who gave up their time on a Saturday to cook, clean and serve over 
300 snaggers to the members of the Bde and their families – it was a great event for everyone.  
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I  have recently been invited and 
attended several functions at 13 
Bde and there is a definite 
excitement within the ranks at 13 

Bde with its transformation, its new 
full-time Commander, increased 
funding the new equipment and 
vehicles including the  Hawkei 
light protected mobility vehicle, it is 
a very, very exciting time to be part 
of 13 Bde and the Reserve.  
Part of this transformation will be 10 
XLH transitioning from a Sqn to a 
Regt – the black hats will be 
delighted. This event wil l be 
recognised with a parade to mark 
this occasion held at Langley Park on 
S u n d a y , 1 0 O c t o b e r 2 1 , 
commencing at 1:30pm and will be 
open to the public.  

Keep the date free and support this 
historic occasion, note that during 
the parade there will be blank firing 
from small arms and artillery. 

The Bde celebrated its 110th 
anniversary on Wednesday 
night, 1st of September 21 with a fabulous cocktail party under cam nets in the drill hall of 

XLH – it was a great night, and it was an honour to be invited by the Bde Comd.  The 1st September 
1911 has now been officially recognised by Army after a lot of work by the current RSM, WO1 Joanne 
Downes as the Bde’s official birthday. To celebrate this event Whipper Snapper Distillery has produce 

President

The DRA Sausage Sizzle – a great success  The DRA-WA Marquee shading 13 Bde Families from the great 
WA Sun  

The new vehicles XLH, the Hawkei is a light four-wheel 
drive protected mobility vehicle The official ceremonial 

parade for the Re-raising of 10th Light Horse to a Regiment 
is to be held at Langley Park, Perth, on Sunday 10th 

October, sharp.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four-wheel_drive%22%20%5Co%20%22Four-wheel%20drive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four-wheel_drive%22%20%5Co%20%22Four-wheel%20drive
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110 bottles of an excellent whisky which is available from their 
distillery at 139 Kensington Street East Perth. These will sell 
fast and sales help provide for Whipper Snapper’s Distillery 
Veterans Club which is a new initiative that supports past and 
present members of our defence force. There are member 
discounts and events and if you want to read all about what 
they are doing for veterans you can go to the following link 
V e t e r a n s C l u b - W h i p p e r S n a p p e r 
(whippersnapperdistillery.com) 

The Lieutenant Colonel Richard Cook, AM, RFD 
Memorial Prize.  
This year we have launched the Lieutenant Colonel 

Richard Cook, Memorial Prize. As you will recall this $500 
cash prize will be awarded to a current serving WA Reservist 
who submits the best 3,000-word Military History essay to the 
DRA-WA committee.   

We look forward to presenting the inaugural award this year 
and the winner’s essay will be released in a future newsletter. 

DRA National Conference 2021. 
This year’s DRA National Conference was a virtual event 
hosted by DRA-SA due to the constraints of Covid-19 that 
limits travel for the majority of the country. The presentations can be found and viewed on the 
DRA-National web page or at this link  DRA Conference 2020 Home Page (cibaweb.com.au) . 

I would commend the following presentations by Commodore Michael Turner and BRIG Langford, 
Director General Future Land Warfare which were excellent and well worth the watch. There is the 
likelihood that the DRA National Executive will get this year’s presentations converted to text and 
then published, although as you know this is both time consuming and expensive and has yet to be 
ratified.    

The list of speakers this year was extensive and included: 

• Hon Peter Dutton, MP, Minister for Defence spoke to ‘What the Government is 
demanding of the Reserves in preparing for war!’ 

• Hon Brendan O’Connor, MP, Shadow Minister for Defence - What the Opposition is 
demanding of the Reserves in preparing for war!  

• Air Vice-Marshal Robert Chipman, Head Military Strategic Commitments Division - 
Defence support to National Crisis Management Machinery including mobilisation of 
the ADF and Defence’s workforce.  

• Commodore Michael Turner, Director General Force Exploration Mobilisation of the ADF 
– a balanced and affordable future force.  

• Mr Michael Shoebridge, Director of Defence, Strategy & National Security Program, 
Australian Strategic Policy Institute - A “non-Defence” view on mobilisation and use of 
the Reserves as an expansion base.  

• MAJGEN David Thomae, Commander 2nd Division - Role of the 2nd Division within the 
Defence Mobilisation Strategic Framework.  

Bottle number 23/110 now in 
possession of the DRA-WA 

President – How long it will 
remain unopened will be the test 

of endurance.

https://whippersnapperdistillery.com/2021/08/veterans-club/?mc_cid=99911f61ce&mc_eid=501bcc906e
https://whippersnapperdistillery.com/2021/08/veterans-club/?mc_cid=99911f61ce&mc_eid=501bcc906e
https://www.dra2020.cibaweb.com.au/
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• MAJGEN Natasha Fox, Head People Capability - Initiatives and issues in implementing the 
Total Workforce System and alignment with the Defence Mobilisation Strategic 
Framework.  

• BRIG Langford, Director General Future Land Warfare - Implementation of the Army 
Objective Force.  

• BRIG Nicole Longley, Acting Head Joint Services Support Division - Initiatives affecting the 
Defence Reserves.  

• CDRE Matt Buckley, Director General Navy People - Development of a balanced and 
affordable RAN, including use of Reservists.  

• BRIG Michael Bond, Director General Reserves (Army) - Initiatives being undertaken and 
proposed to enhance the Army Reserve. 

• AIRCDRE Tony Hindmarsh, Director General Workforce Design and Reserves (Air Force) - 
Development of a balanced and affordable Air Force, including use of Reservists. 

  
The DRA History 

The DRA History has now been completed by Dr Andrew Kilsby and DRA National are now seeking a 
suitable publisher, I am sure many of you will find it an interesting read.   
I would also like to continue to commend to you the on-line Contact Magazine Issue 71, is a bumper 98-
page issue – it is contemporary and relevant and free to subscribers and worth the read. The link is 
here: CONTACT magazine – Issue 71 - CONTACT magazine (contactairlandandsea.com) This issue 
includes the evacuation of Kabul, firing the new Boxer AFV and celebration of the Royal Regiment of 
Artillery’s 150 birthday and Exercise Talisman Sabre 21. 
Sadly, two recent deaths in the ADF are stark reminders to us all that military training can be high risk 
with the recent deaths of WO2 Ryan Leslie (RAEME) and Craftsman Brendon Payne (RAEME). These 
men served with the 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment and were both tragically killed in a vehicle 
accident during an Army exercise in Townsville, Qld. Although in another state,  
Update - Vehicle incident at Townsville Field Training Area | Defence News 
I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate one of our DRA-WA members who will be well 
known to most, Bill Collidge for being awarded one of only two RSL ANZAC of the Year for 2021 – 
well done Bill. Bill has been a RSLWA Board member for nine years, he is also Chair of the Youth 
Development and Cadet Support Committee for the RSLWA and has been since 2011. Bill also 
coordinates the annual Cadet of the Year Award and is the tireless President and Secretary of the 
Riverton RSL Sub-Branch.  
I would also like to again thank your committee members for their continued commitment and 
support, without their assistance and friendship it would be impossible to run the DRA-WA. Ray 
Galliott, Duncan Warren, Sean O’Connell, Graeme Johnson, Paul Brabazon, Ian Thomas, David ‘Blue’ 
Cooper and Shane Edmonds – thank you all. 
Finally, your committee and I look forward to seeing you at one of our next social events, either at the 
Dinner at the UWA Club– always an excellent meal with superb wines, the AGM on the 14 
November or at this year’s Christmas function on 5 December.  

Kind Regards 
Michael Page 
COL (Retd) 
President DRA-WA 
0400716724  
Email: Tacticswa@aol.com 

President

https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2021/09/01/contact-magazine-issue-71/
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/update-vehicle-incident-townsville-field-training-area?fbclid=IwAR1HVr9fo2Voh1xOko4UEGTqG-L5x4HCg27nEKXvPVftKUmxHb8rxDYQICA
mailto:Tacticswa@aol.com
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Annual Dinner
Members and their partners are invited to the Annual DRA Dining In night to be held at the 

University of WA Club, Crawley on Saturday 16th October 2021. 
The COMD 13 Brigade and his wife have been invited to attend.

The President and Committee  

of the  

Defence Reserves Associations WA  

Requests the pleasure of the company of 

Members and Spouse/Partner 

To  

a Dining In night 

To be held at 

The University of WA Club, Crawley 

On 

Saturday 16th October 2021 

Pre-dinner drinks 6.30 p.m. 

Dinner 6.55 p.m. 

Cost: $110 per person ($90 pp non-drinkers) 
RSVP: 12 OCT 21 (unless booked out prior). 
 Complete the online booking form or  
 phone Ray Galliott 0412 990799 
Dress:  Mess Dress/Suit with miniatures 
 Evening Dress. 

https://forms.gle/c5QjYrwNgUKfWsys5
tel:0412%20990799
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Wines & Beverages
Sparkling 

IlFioro Prosecco (pre-dinner drinks) 

White 
  

Hartog's Plate by 5th Leg Sauvignon Blanc 
Semillon - Margaret River  

Vasse Felix Classic Dry White - Margaret 
River 

Red 

Hartog's Plate by 5th Leg - Margaret River  

Vasse Felix Fillus - Margaret River  

Soft drinks 
Port 

Tea, Coffee, Chocolates. 

Menu
Entrèe  

Prawn sambal with coconut rice 

Duck liver parfait and prosciutto with 
toasted brioche  

Main Course  

Tandoori chicken roule, spinach and 
potato croquettes, jus and raita 

Charred beef sirloin steak, duck fat 
potatoes, slow cooked Roma tomato, 

peppercorn sauce  

Dessert  

Dark chocolate cake with whipped 
coconut cream 

Passionfruit brûlée tart with raspberry 
sauce 

{Please advise any dietary requirements when booking} 
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LTCOL	Richard	Cook	AM	RFD	was	the	President	of	the	Defence	Reserves	Association	of	WA	from	1996	until	
his	passing	from	cancer	in	2019.	The	current	DRA-WA	Committee	has	approved	the	“Richard	Cook		

Memorial	Award	Essay	Competition”	for	serving	Western	Australian	Reservists.	

Reservists	are	invited	to	register	their	intention	to	submit	a	3,000	word	Defence	themed	essay	for	
consideration	with	the	potential	to	win	the	$500	award	towards	the	Reservist’s	education.	The	winning	essay	
and	selected	runners’-up	essays	will	one	considered	for	publication	in	the	DRA	national	newsletter	-	“The	

Reservist”.	Use	the	following	QR	codes	to	access	more	information.	

Defence  Reserves 
Association - WA

Richard Cook Memorial Award - Essay 
Competition.

Award Registration Form The Reservist MagazineDRA-WA Membership 
Application

Essay Requirements

POSTER
For display 
in Units, 
Ships, 
Canteens, 
Messes, 
Notice 
Boards and 
inserted in 
News-
Papers 
(such as 
Navy, Army 
and Air 
Force 
News).
Please 
contact 
the Editor 
if you 
require a 
copy for 
display/
promotion.
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INTEREST
AFGHANISTAN ENQUIRY REFORM PLAN

The Inspector-General of the Australian Defence Force Afghanistan Inquiry (the Afghanistan Inquiry) 
found credible information of the most serious and disturbing breaches of ethical, legal, professional and 
moral responsibilities by members of the Australian Defence Force on operations in Afghanistan during 
the period 2005 to 2016. 

Misconduct as serious as that identified and alleged by the Afghanistan Inquiry cannot occur unless there have 
been serious and systemic organisational and cultural failings. These failings created an environment which 
allowed Defence’s proud and respected reputation, earned by our professional and ethical personnel over 
decades, to be damaged by the actions of a few. 

We accept responsibility for these failings in systems, culture and accountability and are committed both to 
addressing the failures and wrongdoing of the past and undertaking deep and enduring reform across the 
organisation. 

As ‘One Defence’, we will meet our ethical, legal, professional and command responsibilities, restore our 
legitimacy and moral authority and rebuild the trust and confidence of those we serve and those with whom we 
work. Together, we will learn from this chapter of our history and be able to demonstrate how we have changed; 
what we have done to prevent any recurrence; and how we have improved our military capability. 

Defence will deliver its response to the Afghanistan Inquiry through the Afghanistan Inquiry Reform Program 
outlined in this plan (the Afghanistan Inquiry Reform Plan). 

The reform will be conducted in five ‘streams’: organisational arrangements and command accountability; 
culture; workforce; information; and partnerships. These streams will address the root causes of our past failures 
and wrongdoing. While some of these root causes have been identified by the Afghanistan Inquiry and through 
other work undertaken, there is still significant work to make sure that we understand these and are not just 
addressing the symptoms. 

We will be working very closely with leaders across Defence to address these challenges. We will be, every day, 
a more capable force, because we have learnt from our failings and are ethically and professionally stronger. 

Angus Campbell AO DSC Greg Moriarty    Chief of the Defence Force Secretary 

READ THE FULL REPORT HERE.

SOCIAL DIARY

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wI0nurz6JR9TTxOk4O587Boq54nOIIHK?usp=sharing
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INTEREST

Bill Collidge has organised a Quiz Night to be held at the RSL Riverton Sub-
branch on Saturday 20 November. Sit down is 1900 hrs and there  will 
probably be  ten rounds.  

There will be a silent aucNon, lucky numbers, a door prize and a raffle or two 
along with a game of “shove half-penny” for a boTle of Scotch. There will 
also be a couple of rounds of of obscure trivia quesNons for those who are 
not to military minded – like wives and sweethearts! 

Bring your own food plate. Drinks are at club prices. 

Entry is $10 a head and tables of eight is the norm.

Bookings are essenNal so Bill can get the floor plan right. 

To book (individual or table) contact Bill at bcollidge@optusnet.com.au 

RWAR Associa8on invites DRA members to aTend a get-together at the e              
Ravenswood Hotel on the banks of the Murray River, Ravenswood  on Saturday 8th 
October 2021 from 1100 hours. 

Food: Light refreshments provided ($10 charge for non-RWAR AssociaNon 
Members). Pay at the door. 

Drinks: At bar prices.

RSVP  NLT  Saturday 25 September 2021 TO  David Carr by email 
davlin26@bigpond.com  or Mob 0419 926 703. 

The Ravenswood Hotel is a good place for metro and country members to catch up 
with old mates over a cold beer or two.

Hope to see you there for an enjoyable a_ernoon at the Ravo.

mailto:bcollidge@optusnet.com.au
mailto:davlin26@bigpond.com
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Astute vs Virginia: Which navy has the best 
nuclear attack submarine? 

Following on from the recent announcement by the PM and MINDEF that AUKUS is to provide a 
nuclear-powered submarine for Australia, there are two options. 
The Royal Navy and the US Navy deploy some of the world’s best modern attack submarines, 

designed to carry out specific maritime combat and defence operations. But which is better, the Royal 
Navy’s Astute class or the US Navy’s Virginia class?  

Attack submarines, sometimes called hunter-killer submarines, are specifically designed to battle and 
sink enemy submarines, warships and merchant vessels. For that reason, they are smaller, quicker and 
stealthier than other types of submarine.  
Astute vs Virginia: head-to-head 
The Royal Navy’s Astute class designed by BAE Systems Maritime and the US Navy’s Virginia class 
built by General Dynamics Electric Boat and Newport News Shipbuilding. Both are among the best 
nuclear-powered attack submarine classes in the world. We put them head-to-head in the ring on factors 
like size, speed, armament, technology and cost.  

Round 1: Size 
The Royal Navy’s Astute-class of submarines is currently the tenth-biggest submarine class in the world, 
with a surfaced displacement of 7,000t to7,400t, and a submerged displacement of 7,400t to 7,800t. 
At a length of 97m (318ft 3in) and a beam of 11.3m (37ft 1in), the Astute-class is smaller than US 
Navy’s Virginia class.  
The Virginia class has a displacement of 7,900t, making it the ninth-largest submarine when comparing 
all submarine variants. It is longer than the Astute class, at 115m (377ft) but also narrower – with a 
beam measurement of 10m (34ft). 
Winner: Tie  
Round 2: Speed and endurance 
The Astute is powered by the latest Rolls-Royce pressurised water reactor (PWR 2) design, the Core H, 
which eliminates the need for refuelling, and means that the sub’s nuclear reactor only requires one refit 
instead of the traditional two refits throughout its service life.  
Astute has unlimited endurance and can provide unlimited air and water supply for crew members. 
However, the amount of provisions carried for the crew typically last up to 90 days.  
Meanwhile, the Virginia class uses an S9G reactor, a ninth-generation core designed by General Electric. 
Again, the Virginia class can go indefinitely in terms of propulsion, only limited by food and 
maintenance requirements.  
The Royal Navy’s Astute class has a top speed of 30kn (56km/h; 35m/h) when fully submerged. The 
Virginia class is slower, reaching speeds of around 25kn (46km/h; 29m/h).   
Winner: Astute  
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Round 3: Weapons 
Being attack submarines, both classes are naturally armed to the teeth with the latest maritime 
weaponry.  
Astute-class submarines come with six 21 in torpedo tubes capable of firing Spearfish heavyweight 
torpedoes. It also launches Raytheon Tomahawk Block IV cruise missiles for land-attack operations. 
The Astute class offers storage for up to 38 weapons.  
The Virginia class is packed with more of a punch, incorporating 12 Tomahawk vertical launching 
system tubes and four 5 21 in torpedo tubes for the Mk-48 torpedo. The latest Block V boat generation 
incorporates the new Virginia payload module (VPM), which boosts the number of torpedoes and 
missiles it can carry from 37 to 65.  
Winner: Virginia  
Round 4: EW countermeasures and sensors 
The Royal Navy’s Astute class electronic warfare (EW) array incorporates electronic support measures 
(ESM), sonars and decoys. The ESM system is Thales Sensors Outfit UAP(4), which has two multi-
function antennae mounted on non-hull penetrating optronic masts.  
It also uses Eddystone Communications’ band ESM system that provides enhanced communications, 
signal intercept, recognition, direction-finding and monitoring.  
The main sonar suite is the Thales 2076 (interestingly, a French company – so why are they belly-
aching about losing the subs? They still have a ton of Australian Defence work including vehicles) 
integrated passive/active search and attack sonar with bow, intercept, flank and towed capabilities, 
while Raytheon was contracted to provide its Successor IFF friend or foe naval transponder system.  
Virginia is fitted with Northrop Grumman’s AN/WLY-1 acoustic countermeasure system, which 
provides range and bearing data. Lockheed Martin is also developing a mast-mounted AN/BLQ-10 
electronic support measure for the US Navy’s Virginia-class submarines. The AN/BLQ-10 provides 
full spectrum radar processing, enhanced situation assessment and an automatic threat warning system.  
Its sonar suite includes a range of active and passive sonars, two Kollmorgen AN/BVS-1 photonic 
masts instead of optical periscopes, and the Boeing long-term mine reconnaissance system and 
Northrop anti-submarine warfare sonar system.  
Winner: Tie  
Round 5: Cost 
While it is difficult to get an accurate unit cost for defence equipment, one Royal Navy Astute-class 
submarine was last priced at more than £1.4bn ($1.83bn), according to the UK National Audit Office’s 
Major Projects Report 2015.  
Meanwhile, the Virginia class is more expensive. The Congressional Research Service report of 
October 2018 priced standard Virginia-class submarines at $2.7bn, with the upgraded VPM model 
costing around $3.2bn per unit.  
Winner: Astute  
Final bell 
The Astute vs Virginia contest has ended with both submarines matching each other blow-for-blow on 
each of the comparative measures, but on the bell, Astute edges ahead on affordability. That means we 
will go for the Virginia!!! 
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Interest
WWII WAR VETERAN CELEBRATES HIS 103rd BIRTHDAY.

Mr. Arthur Leggett OAM, President of the Ex-Prisoners of War 
Association - WA since 1996, celebrated his 103rd birthday 
on 8th September 2021.

Arthur first joined the ADF in 1936 when he was a Foundation 
member of the Cameron Highlanders of WA (now 16 RWAR) and 
them, in 1939, joined the 2/11 Bn AIF to head off to join WWII 
battles.
Arthur was a signaller in 2/11 Bn.  Apart from Morse Code and 
Heliographs, they had WWI field telephones: “The field telephone? 
Well, the one we had, originally, it was the ones they had in the 
1914/18 trenches. They had a Morse code key on there, they also 
had a telephone with a pressel switch on, and they were operated 
by batteries. The theory was, when you were listening you let go 
of the pressel switch because – then when you wished to speak, 
you pressed that switch which brought in another circuit that 
conveyed your voice. And invariably to find out if that’s working, 
you picked it up, you blew in the mouth piece and you could hear it 
there. Whenever anyone picked those things up that was the first thing you would hear would 
be, “wffft wffft.” And it got a bit of a joke amongst the signal platoon, I know in the Western 
Desert there, a signal corps, one of the front companies, a signaller picked it up and went, “Wfft 
wfft,” and he wants to speak to captain so and so, and the captain would pick it up, and he 
would blow into it. The bloke on the exchange said, “If some of you funny bastards would say 
something instead of blowing into it, we’d get on with this war.” 

Arthur was captured in early 1941 on Crete. He recounts many stories about his time in POW 
camps - “This is Munich I’m talking about. There were moments, of course, we were locked up. 
We were in a prison camp. You can’t overcome that, it’s not a nice thing at all. So as we started 
to pick up in our health and our attitudes and our spirits, so you would look around a bit. You’re 
in a German city and you get the hang of the Germans and you don’t exactly hate them like you 
did, because they’re no different to us, you begin to realise this, and they respond to your 
friendship. I know, in this fitting shops where I was, I got a message the night before, in a letter, 
that my father had passed away. Well, the next day I was down in the dumps and the German 
asked me, “Mate? What’s wrong?” I told him. They all came over to me, “What happened?” I 
said, “He just died.” They said, “How old was he?” “Fifty-three.” “That’s not old.” “No, he was 
gassed in the First War on the German front.” And one of them just walked away and he swore 
in German something terrible, and then he came back and he put his arm around me, I’ve never 
forgotten this, he put his arm around me, and, in German you can understand, he said, “Arthur, I 
am so sorry for you.” - he wasn’t an officer, it was one of my work mates, just one of the work 
mates I was working with. Well, you just think, “Well, what the hell’s it all about?” In fact, there 
were several Germans there said to me, “What the hell are we fighting each other for? You and I 
are getting along all right. We’re not scrapping. We’re working in harmony with each other.” But 
what can you say? You can’t say, “Look, mate. There’s this bastard Hitler,” because they weren’t 
allowed to say that themselves. People don’t realise the power that that man had, because no 
one could argue with him, he was a dictator, his word was law, and if you went against it, he had 
the blokes that would back him, and they’d just destroy you. So you had to bow to it all the way. 
Again, as I said to you earlier, I couldn’t very well say to him, “There’s this Treaty of Versailles, 

Pte Arthur Leggett - 
Cameron Highlanders of WA
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mate,” and carry on from there. There was another incident in Munich – I’m telling you all the 
humorous things because Munich was a good place to be. It didn’t last forever. But gradually 
over a period, I got to establish contact with a German girl, who was a charming girl, and in due 
course we were going to be moved across to Poland to work in the coal mines. The chap who 
used to go down to our camp at lunch time, to get a billy can of soup for our lunch, he said, 
“They’re packing up, they’re moving. Everyone’s leaving.” I said, “Oh, bulldust.” He said, “No, 
they’re all going. We’re going tomorrow.” Cripes, I thought, “How am I going to tell this girl?” I 
knew where she lived, it was just in a block of flats in the top left hand corner, sewing like hell. 
So I shot through. I scrambled over the fence and hid in a forest nearby a bowling green, of a 
forest, they had indoor bowling, and waited until everyone had gone. Of course there was a lot 
of fun and games amongst the boys in the counting, moving around, trying to confuse the 
guards, but eventually it was realised that I had escaped and this was bad business. They were 
marched back to the camp, I saw them go through the forest. I stood then on the corner where 
I knew this lass came home, and it was snowing like hell, and there was this little old lady 
looking at me through the window. I thought, “I can’t stand here all day. I must have missed her, 
I’ll go and knock on the door.’ One of our chaps had been planning an escape, but of course 
this move frustrated that, so he lent me his Tyrolean hat to wear a disguise this afternoon 
around the town, while I was trying to find this lass. So I go and knock on the door when I 
worked out where she lived, and her mother opened the door, a short dumpy woman, and I 
asked her if Ellen was home. Well, Ellen suddenly appears, “Oh, it’s my Australian! Come on 
in!” She puts her arms around me and Mum puts her arms around me and they take me into 
the kitchen, sit me down, open up a bottle, a small bottle of beer, and here I am yapping away 
with these two women. And after awhile there is a sound at the front door, and her Mum flies 
out of the kitchen. I said to Ellen, “Who is this?” “Oh, that’s Dad.” “Oh cripes, I thought he would 
be up the Russian front.” In comes Dad, a big bloke and shakes me hand. “Oh, sit down. This 
war is bloody awful.” Here I am with this family until about nine o’clock at night, I had a meal 
with them, we’re yarning over every damn thing. Well, I’ve got to go back to camp anyway. I bid 
them all farewell, and Mum hands me back my little Tyrolean hat. And I tramp back to the 
camp. And inside the camp there’s all the guards going around and around the camp shining all 
these torches on the shuttered up windows and all the doors. The German guard barracks  
were inside the compound, inside the barbed wire. I couldn’t get in the place, I didn’t know what 
to do. So I finished up shaking the gate, and the German sergeant major came out and said, 
“Yes?” I had blue overalls on and the Tyrolean hat. I said, “I’m one of the prisoners of war, I’m 
just coming home. Can I get bed and breakfast in there?” And he opens the gate and bows and 
says, “Welcome home. Into the guard house.” Well, they take me into the guard house, into the 
commandant’s office, and our British interpreter is there, too. “You’re back?” “Yes, I’m back.” 
“Name and number?” I give them my name and number and he opens a drawer and I think, 
‘Oh this is it, rubber truncheons. He drags out a bit of paper and scrapes it off. “Right. Take him 
away.” So on the way back I said to our English chap, “What’s going to happen to me, do you 
reckon?” “Oh nothing.” I said, “Come on, there is bound to be some reprisal for this.”  He said 
“No, there was about fifteen of you love birds shot through, during the afternoon, and the 
commandant has been worried, he should call out the police the Gestapo to round you all up. 
But I convinced him that you would all be back by morning.” So he wrote out a list of who was 
missing and he said that if we weren’t all back he was going to tell the Gestapo that our 
sergeant major had assisted in the mass escape and he would probably be shot. There was 
only one bloke missing. By the time I got back all the rest had come in, there was still one bloke 
missing and they knew where he was, so they sent a couple of guards down to get him. And 
that was the end of that episode. Nothing ever came of it. So, as I say, that was Munich, that 
was Bavaria. The funny thing about Bavaria and Germany. The Bavarians had no time for the 
people up north. The people up north reckoned they were going to win the war, but the 
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Bavarians didn’t care very much. And the Austrians had no time for either of them. There was a 
very strict division amongst the nationalities. Anyway, we were taken to a railway siding, which 
was elevated above the common level, placed in carriages, which was much more nicer than 
we had been used to, they were sit up carriages. Would you won’t believe this, but around that 
station area there would be about two to three hundred Germans come to see us off. So we 
were taken then right across then to Lamsdorf Stalag 13B, which was similar to Munich, and 
from there we were sent out to smaller camps to work in the coal mines in Poland”. 

Arthur spent most of the remaining years of the war as a POW, working in the coalmines in 
northern Poland, before being part of what has come to be labelled by historians as “The Great 
March”, “The Black March”, “The Death March Across Germany” and other similar names. 
Arthur was forced to march over 800 km from Poland across the Czechoslovakian Alps to 
Bavaria, all in the middle of the European winter and in starvation conditions. 

Arthur has written an autobiography of his life - “Don’t Cry For Me” - that covers his exploits up 
until his 80s. Perhaps it is time to add an annex covering the next 2 decades!

Arthur not only lived out this incredible survival story during the Second World War, but also, in 
more recent years, has been a major contributor to the Western Australian  society, specifically 
through his connection to Mount Lawley Senior High School. Arthur has forged a long 
connection with the school, contributing to its Anzac Day ceremonies, but also taking time to 
educate generations of students about the meaning of Anzac and the history he knew firsthand 
through lived experience. He has also contributed for decades to the annual Prisoner of War 
services held at Kings Park. 

The MLSHS community recognised him by inducting him as a “Lawley Legend” for “his 
character, good humour, his sacrifice as a prisoner of war and his dedication to keeping alive 
the memory of his fallen comrades with generations of Mount Lawley Senior High School 
students”. What is more, the school unveiled its new library, the Arthur Leggett OAM Library.

On his birthday, Arthur received a surprise visit by COMD 13 BDE, Brigadier Brett Challoner; 
CO 11/28 RWAR, LTCOL Anthony Cattai; RSM 11/28 RWAR, WO1 Brad Foster; together with 
the ADJT, a WO2 and two junior NCOs.  
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Defence testing world first tech in space
10 September 2021

The Head of Air Force Capability, Air Vice-Marshal Cath Roberts, and the Director General Air Defence and 
Space, Air Commodore Philip Gordon, today announced the next phase of the Australian M2 satellite mission, 
a collaboration between the University of New South Wales (UNSW) Canberra Space and the Royal Australian 
Air Force. 
 
“This collaboration allows small satellites to be used for evaluation of technologies that may eventually be 
placed onto more complex space systems, such as large communications or earth observation satellites,” Air 
Vice-Marshal Roberts said. 
 
The M2 mission has been orbiting the globe since being launched in New Zealand by Rocket Lab in March. 
Now UNSW Canberra has conducted a controlled separation of M2 into two smaller cube satellites (CubeSat), 
M2A and M2B, enabling planned research into formation flying, satellite control mechanisms, maritime 
surveillance, space domain awareness, and inter-satellite communications. 
 
Air Vice-Marshal Cath Roberts said the M2 mission is Australia’s most complex CubeSat mission. 
 
“The initiation of formation flying is a landmark moment for the Defence Space Domain. This allows testing of 
satellite separation mechanisms, and facilitates on-orbit research. The two satellites are packed with payloads 
such as optical telescopes which are informing future Defence surveillance concepts. 
 
“In a world first, M2 is carrying the first neuromorphic cameras to be placed into orbit. Western Sydney 
University’s International Centre for Neuromorphic Systems (ICNS) leads development of these biology-
inspired event based cameras, delivering advanced capability for tracking small and fast moving objects,” Air 
Vice-Marshal Roberts said. 
 
The UNSW Canberra Space team also achieved an Australian first, performing in-space artificial intelligence 
inferencing using on-board computing. This represents a significant step towards developing intelligent, 
networked satellite constellation technologies. 
 
M2A and M2B will be able to communicate with each other as well as ground stations on earth, giving better 
quality data, with greater detail and less lag time. 
 
Air Commodore Philip Gordon said UNSW Canberra Space engaged with a supply chain of approximately 30 
Australian companies and organisations for the M2 satellite mission. 
 
“M2 is not only significant for Defence’s Space Domain, but also for advancing Australia’s burgeoning space 
industry. This is an example of the world-class space capabilities on offer by Australian industry and academia 
- showcasing their depth of talent, ingenuity and collaborative spirit,” Air Commodore Gordon said. 
 
By sharing information about the M2 Mission, Defence seeks to increase the transparency and predictability of 
this activity.

Video HERE.

https://youtu.be/ifNRnJollqc
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President Mike Page has issued a challenge to all Members - sign up one NEW member each to double our membership base. Or 
invite a potential new member to our AGM/BBQ - all will be most welcome.

Complete this form OR go online HERE.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE DEFENCE RESERVES ASSOCIATION WA 

 
DEFENCE RESERVES ASSOCIATION (WA BRANCH) INC 

NEW APPLICATION OR RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP DRA-WA 
 

Surname: ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

First Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Preferred Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Postal Address:   …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

PHONE: …………………………………………Mob………………………………………………….         

EMAIL: ………………………………………………….………………………………………………. 

Regimental or PM KEYS NO: …………………………….  

Rank: ………………………………. Service: RAN, ARMY, RAAF  

Unit/Division/Muster (If still serving) or last Unit/division/Muster served 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please enclose either: (please tick) 

FIRST YEAR – NO CHARGE - 

Renewal  

Country members:      Direct Deposit to Defence Bank 
12 months subscription $8.00      DRA WA (Inc) 
24 months subscription (in advance) $12.50    BSB:   803 205 
36 months subscription (in advance) $15.00   Account: 203520657 
  
Metropolitan members:  
12 months subscription $15.00      E-mail completed form to: 
24 months subscription (in advance) $25.00    Duncan Warren duncan.warren13@gmail.com.au  
36 months subscription (in advance) $30.00    Shane Edmonds edm863@bigpond.com 
 

NEW MEMBERS

Post Nominals:……………………………..

BSB: 833205
Account: 20352065

And drawamembers@gmail.com 

https://forms.gle/Rryit56FXFmp2nHS7
mailto:drawamembers@gmail.com

